TWO SIDED DOGUMENT
January 31, 2006

To: Wellesley Board of Selectmen

From: Kepes Panel Subcommittee

Subject: Report of the Subcommittee

1. Subcommittee Recommendations:
e retain ownership of the panels by the town,
keep the panels in Wellesley,
keep the panel sets together as much as possible,
make the panels accessible to the public,
extend the life of the Kepes Panel Subcommittee for an
additional year to resolve the issues described below.

2. Background: Following the failure of Article 43 of the 2004 Annual
Town Meeting to authorize the Library Trustees to sell the Kepes
enamel panels that had been installed on the exterior of the old library,
the Library Trustees asked Town Meeting member, Robert H. Murphy
to form a committee and to serve as its chair to study the matter and to
determine ways the panels could be re-used or disposed of, It was
recognized that these are significant examples of public art unique to
Wellesley. After the transfer of the panels to the Board of Selectmen,
the Kepes Panel Subcommittee was appointed made up of persons
who had served on the previous Library study committee. In keeping
with the charge, the Subcommittee has met on numerous occasions,
spent countless hours examining the panels, delved into the
background of the panels, established contact with MIT and other
archival sources and visited many possible location sites in town. It is
obvious to the Subcommittee that there is high interest in town in the
review process and final disposition of the panels,

3. Information gathered so far: Of the approximately 70 panels from
the original library, 15 have been placed on the exterior of the new
library and the rest are loosely stored in the basement of the Hills
Branch Library. The Committee has spent time sorting the panels and
attempting to identify each one and its location on the original library.
However, we have been hampered by lack of adequate exterior photos
of the 1959 library and the 1977 addition. We recognize the need to
have each panel professionally photographed to help us document its
original position. This would guide us in reconstructing each panel’s






